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Individual Financial Aid 

  Is the student-athlete eligible to receive 
financial aid? 



To Receive Financial Aid, What 
Requirements Must a Student-Athlete 
Meet? 

  NCAA. 

  Conference. 

  Institutional. 

  State/federal government. 



When May a Student-Athlete be 
Awarded Aid? 

  Athletics aid may be granted for a maximum of 
10 semesters or 15 quarters. 

  Financial aid provided after 10 semesters or 15 
quarters must be consistent with institutional 
policies for awarding aid in general. 



Is the Source of Financial Aid 
Permissible? 

●  Funds administered by the institution 
    (e.g., scholarships, grants, tuition waivers). 

●  Noninstitutional financial aid 
 (e.g., outside award athletics a major criterion). 

●  Other permissible financial aid 
 (e.g., parents, loan or government grant). 



What is the Individual Limit? 

  The institution's cost of attendance OR the 
requirements set by the division. 

  Generally, the individual limit is the value of a 
full grant-in-aid. 



What is Included in the Individual 
Limit? 

All institutional aid (scholarships, grants). 

  Nonexempt government grants. 

  Loans (where there is no regular repayment 
schedule or loans not available to all 
students). 



What is Not Included in the 
Individual Limit? 

● Summer aid. 
● Employment. 
● Exempted government and state grants (e.g., Pell 

Grants). 
● Exempted academic awards. 
● Legitimate loans (repayment schedule, available 

to all students). 
● Tuition waivers with no athletics nexus. 
● Employee-dependent tuition benefits. 



NCAA Division II Proposal No. 11 
(Exempted Aid) 

  Out-of-state tuition waivers are now exempt for 
both public and private institutions so long as 
there is no relationship to athletics ability. 



Who is Subject to the Limit and 
When Do Individual Limits Apply? 

●  Student-athletes receiving athletics aid from your 
institution. 

●  Student-athletes receiving outside aid with 
athletics as a major criterion. 

●  Recruited student-athletes receiving any 
financial aid from your institution. 

●  Recruited student-athletes receiving outside aid, 
even when athletics is not a major criterion. 



What is a Counter? 

  A counter is a student-athlete who must be  
"counted" against your institution's financial 
aid limit in a particular sport. 



How Does a Student-Athlete 
Become a Counter? 

  Receives athletics aid; or 

  Receives institutional financial aid. 

– For a student-athlete to be considered a 
noncounter, there is a certification 
requirement for financial aid not based on 
athletics ability (NCAA Bylaw 15.5.1). 



How Does a Student-Athlete 
Become a Counter? 

  Student-athlete receives $1,000 in athletics aid. 
  Is student-athlete a counter?  Yes 

  Student-athlete receives institutional leadership 
scholarship. 

  Is student-athlete a counter?  Yes* (unless 
proper certification is on file per Bylaw 15.5.1). 



How Does a Student-Athlete 
Become a Counter? 

  If the student-athlete receives one penny of 
athletics aid then the only institutional aid that 
can be excluded from the equivalency is 
exempted aid listed in Bylaws 15.02.4.3 and 
15.2.4. 

  Please note, if the aid is not listed in Bylaws 
15.02.4.3 and 15.2.4, then it is included in the 
equivalency even if the aid was awarded 
without regard to athletics ability.  



How is an Equivalency Calculated? 

Actual amount of student-athlete's institutional  
financial aid received. 

        

Actual value of institution's full grant-in-aid. 



Example of Equivalency Actual 
Computation 

  Jack is a student receiving a $5,000 
institutional scholarship related to athletics. 

  Jack's full grant-in-aid is $10,000. 
$5,000  

     

                    $10,000         =    .50  



Example of Equivalency 
Computation 

  Jack is a student receiving a $5,000 
institutional scholarship related to athletics and 
a $2,000 music scholarship.  

  Jack's full grant-in-aid  is $10,000. 
$7,000  

     

                    $10,000         =    .70  



Example of Equivalency 
Computation 

  Jack is a student receiving a $5,000 
institutional scholarship related to athletics. 

  Jack's full grant-in-aid is $10,000. 

  The average full grant-in-aid is $11,000. 
$5,000  

     

                        $10,000    =    .50 (Actual) 



Average Method 

  Jack's actual equivalency is .5.  This will 
remain constant.  However, to calculate the 
average we take the average full grant-in-aid of 
$11,000 as follows: 

$ X  
     

                           $11,000         =    .50  



Average Method 

$ 5,500 
     

                      $11,000         =    .50  

Note:  The student-athlete's equivalency is the 
   same.  



Actual Over-Average Method 

  Proposal No. 32 permits an institution to use 
the actual figure in the numerator and the 
average full grant-in-aid in the denominator.  
For example: 

  Jack is a student receiving a $5,000 
institutional scholarship related to athletics. 

  Jack's full grant-in-aid is $10,000. 
  The average full grant-in-aid is $11,000. 



Actual Over-Average Method 

$ 5,000 
     

                      $11,000         =    .454 
 As you can see the equivalency is lower than 

either the actual or averaging method, but this 
is a much easier method to use because you 
can ascertain one average full grant-in-aid for 
all students and use that in the denominator for 
every student-athlete. 



Example of Equivalency 
Computation 

  Jack is a student-athlete only receiving a 
$5,000 institutional scholarship related to 
music. 

  The cost of a full grant-in-aid is $10,000. 
$5,000  

     

                    $10,000         =    .50 
 Unless proper certification is on record in 

athletics director's office.  



Multisport Participant 

  An individual must meet all of the following 
requirements: 

 (a)  The individual shall report and participate fully 
 in regularly organized practice with each 
 squad; 

 (b)  The individual shall participate where qualified 
 in actual competition in each sport; 

 (c)  The individual shall be a member of each 
 squad for the entire playing and practice 
 season; and 



Multisport Participant (Continued) 

(d) If a recruited student-athlete, the individual shall 
have been earnestly recruited to participate in the 
sport in which financial aid is counted (i.e., the 
institution recruiting the student-athlete shall have 
a reasonable basis to believe that the student-
athlete is capable of participating in the 
institution's varsity intercollegiate program in that 
sport, including documentation of a record of 
previous participation in organized competition in 
the sport that supports the student-athlete's 
potential to participate in that sport in varsity 
intercollegiate competition). 



Multisport Participant Equivalency 

  An institution must divide countable athletically 
related aid and nonathletically related aid 
equally among all sports in which the student-
athlete participates in instances when the 
financial aid agreement does not specify how 
such aid should be counted toward institutional 
limits.  



Multisport Participant Equivalency 

  Jack is a student receiving a $5,000 
institutional scholarship related to athletics and 
a $2,000 music scholarship.  

  The full grant-in-aid  is $10,000. 
$7,000  

     

                    $10,000         =    .70 



Multisport Participant Equivalency 

  Football 

  $2,500 athletics aid 
  $1,000 music aid 

         $ 3,500  
     

        $10,000 =  .35 

  Baseball 

  $2,500 athletics aid 
  $1,000 music aid 

         $ 3,500  
     

        $10,000 =  .35 



Multisport Participant Equivalency 

  Football 

  $4,000 athletics aid 
  $1,600 music aid 

        $5,600  
     

        $10,000 =  .56 

  Baseball 

  $1,000 athletics aid 
  $  400 music aid 

        $1,400  
     

        $10,000 =  .14 



Terms and Conditions of Awarding 
Institutional Financial Aid 

 Aid awarded to student-athlete may not be 
conditioned on the recipient reporting in 
satisfactory physical condition. 

 Written statement required must include: 

–  Duration (one-academic-year limit), 
amount, conditions and terms of award. 

–  Signed by financial aid authority that 
oversees awarding of financial aid to 
students generally. 



When is Reduction or Cancellation 
Permitted During the Term of the Award? 

  A student-athlete renders himself or herself 
ineligible for intercollegiate competition. 

  Fraudulently misrepresents any information on 
an application, letter of intent or financial aid 
agreement. 

  Engages in serious misconduct warranting 
substantial disciplinary penalty. 

  Voluntarily withdraws from a sport at any time 
for personal reasons. 



Hearing Opportunity Required 
(During Term of the Award) 

  Any reduction or cancellation of an award only 
can occur if: 
–  Student-athlete is provided written notice of 

reduction or cancellation; and 
–  Student-athlete is provided written notice of an 

opportunity for a hearing. 
  Hearing must be timely. 
  Hearing must follow financial aid hearing 

policies. 



When is a Reduction or Cancellation 
Not Permitted During Period of Award? 

  On the basis of athletics ability. 

  Because of an injury or illness that prevents 
participation. 

  For any other athletics reason. 



When is an Increase Permitted 
During the Period of the Award? 

  Between the period of time when the student-
athlete signs the financial aid agreement and 
the beginning of the period of the award. 

  During the period of the award, if the institution 
can demonstrate that the increase is unrelated 
to athletics ability. 



Renewals and Nonrenewals 
  Must be made on or before July 1. 
  Notification must be in writing. 

  Notification must be sent to a student-athlete who 
received award during previous year and has 
eligibility remaining. 

  Notification must come from the institution's regular 
financial aid authority, not from athletics department. 

  Notice of hearing requirement if not renewed or if 
reduced from the amount received during the 
previous academic year. 



  Athletics grants. 

  Counters.  

  Tuition waivers.  

  Government grants.  



State University 

  Full grant-in-aid, in-state    $15,000 
 Full grant-in-aid, out-of-state   $20,000 



Case Study  – (Athletics Grants) 

  Josie is a recruited out-of-state, second-year 
student-athlete.  She receives a full athletics 
scholarship and her family sends her $100 
dollars a week (total $2800) for spending 
money. 

Josie's Financial Aid Worksheet 

 Athletics Award:      $20,000 
 Parental Contributions:    $  2,800 
    Total Aid:                $22,800 



Athletics Grants 

  Should Josie's financial aid be calculated in 
the sport-by-sport limit? 

 Answer: 

 Josie receives institutional financial aid          
based on athletics ability; therefore, her aid is 
counted in the limits for her sport. 



Athletic Grants 

  What is Josie's equivalency? 

  The athletics scholarship is countable 
institutional aid.  

  The parental contribution is excluded from the 
equivalency calculation. 

$20,000 (athletics award) 
        

$20,000 (full grant-in-aid, out of state) = 1.0 



Case Study – (Counters) 

  Jack is a recruited, in-state second-year 
student-athlete.  

  He receives a $6,000 athletics scholarship 
and a $10,000 institutional grant. 

Jack's Financial Aid Worksheet: 

 Athletics Aid:             $  6,000                 
Institutional Grant:    $10,000                  
Total Aid: $16,000 



    Counters 

  Has Jack triggered being a counter? 

Answer: 
YES.  The athletics aid and institutional 
grant is considered countable 
institutional financial aid.   



Counters 

● What is Jack's equivalency value? 

● As an in-state student, Jack's countable  
    aid cannot exceed $15,000.  

● His countable aid must be reduced $1,000. 

$6,000 + $10,000                   $16,000 
$15,000 (full grant-in-aid, in-state) =  $15,000 =  1.06 



Tuition Waivers  

  Institutional tuition waivers, not awarded based 
in any degree on athletics ability are exempt 
from individual and institutional financial aid 
limits (Bylaw 15.02.4.3). 



●  Zoe is a recruited, first-year out-of-state 
resident from a neighboring state.  

●  Bordering state residents are permitted to 
receive a waiver of nonresident tuition and 
fees at State University worth $5,000. 

●  Zoe will receive an additional $3,200 of 
athletics aid and an institutional grant of 
$2,000 for tuition, room, board and books. 



   Tuition Waivers 

 Zoe's Financial Aid Worksheet: 

Athletics Aid:                         $3,200 
Institutional Grant:                $2,000 
Tuition Waiver(not based on athletics):$5,000 
Total Aid                $10,200 



Tuition Waivers 

$3,200 + $2,000 



  The Federal Supplemental Education 
Opportunities Grant (SEOG) is on the list 
of government grants that may be 
exempted from institutional and individual 
limits (Bylaw 15.2.4). 



  Jeremy is a nonrecruited, in-state, third-
year student-athlete.  He  receives 
$11,000 in athletics aid and a $4,500 
SEOG.  

Jeremy's Financial Aid Worksheet: 

SEOG:                             $ 4,500 
Athletics Aid:             $11,000 
Total Aid:                        $15,500      





Case Study – (Individual and 
Institutional Team Limits)  
  Jaycee, a recruited, out-of-state, senior softball player 

has the following financial aid worksheet for the 
academic year: 
Type of Aid    Amount 
Athletics Grant    $5,000 
Outside grant, athletics  major criterion       $1,000 
Academic Award    $4,000 
Employment, on-campus academic year    $3,500 
SEOG    $1,300 
Outside grant, no relationship to athletics     $2,000 
Parental aid    $1,400  



Avenues of Assistance 



Thank you very much for participating! 


